Press Release: Launch of KPVF-FM Radio Station
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Missouri Mid-South Conference of the United Church of Christ
Announces Launch of KPVF-FM Radio Station

St. Louis, MO — July 10, 2025 — The Missouri Mid-South Conference of the United Church of Christ
(MMSUCC) is thrilled to announce the creation of KPVF-FM, a Low-Power FM (LPFM) radio station
dedicated to empowering progressive voices of faith. This initiative marks a significant milestone in the
Conference's ongoing commitment to ensuring that a variety of voices and theological perspectives can
coexist and thrive alongside one another in the “marketplace of ideas.”

The Missouri Mid-South Conference has a long history of innovative ministry. From founding the
Shannondale Community Center, a ministry of economic, environmental, and racial justice in Shannon
County, Mo., to the establishment of many health and human service organizations across our
Conference, the people and churches of the MMSUCC have always dreamed big dreams for our
mission in an ever-changing world.

Today, driven by a deep sense of calling to create space for progressive theological voices in our area,
MMSUCC leadership seized the rare opportunity to apply for a LPFM radio license. The UCC’s Council of
Conference Ministers enthusiastically supported the initiative with a $20,000 grant that made possible
the application process and startup of the LPFM radio station. A recent $15,000 grant from the
Deaconess Foundation allows this startup process to continue. Congregational partners like Kindred
UCC in Maplewood, Mo., and St. Paul’s UCC in Oakville, Mo., have also provide meaningful
nonmonetary support in these early days.

In December of 2024, the Federal Communications Commission approved MMSUCC's application, and
gave subsequent approval to locate the antenna in the steeple of St. Paul’s UCC, using the 99.7 FM
channel. This location was selected in conversation with Conference leaders and engineering
consultants to provide the greatest radial coverage possible within the limits of the FCC’s regulations
for LPFM radio stations. Ms. Sonya J. Vann, MDiv., a nonprofit consultant with extensive experience in
nonprofit organizational development, and a longstanding UCC leader and member of Kindred UCC in
Maplewood, Mo., has been contracted to oversee the startup process for the station.

KPVF-FM is dedicated to serving as a broadcasting channel for progressive voices of faith, responding
to the need for theological expression that uplifts the pursuit of justice, liberation, transformative
equity, and love for all humanity across our radio airwaves and online programming.

The project is currently in development, seeking funding through grants, sponsorships, and donors,
with an expected web-based digital format launch in the winter of 2025 and an LPFM radio frequency
launch in summer 2026.



For more information, to become an early sponsor, or to share programming ideas, please reach out
via email at radio@mmsucc.org

Contact: Sonya J. Vann, MDiv. General Manager/Consultant at Missouri Mid-South Conference of the
United Church of Christ.
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